Persistence of high levels of blood soluble human leukocyte antigen-G is associated with rapid progression of HIV infection.
Human leukocyte antigen-G is an important suppressor of the immune response, and HIV can modulate its expression. Longitudinal monitoring of soluble human leukocyte antigen-G plasma levels in patients with primary HIV infection undergoing different rates of disease progression showed that levels were elevated in the early phases of infection and remained high throughout follow-up in rapid progressors who responded to antiretroviral therapy but were restored to normal levels in the chronic phase of infection in both untreated normal progressors and long-term nonprogressors.